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35 t.l.S.C . SI 12. Sec ond Paragraph Reje ction 



NOV 1 1 2003 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



Willi regard lo die rejection of claims 4 and 5 under 35 U.S.C. §1 12. second paragraph, 
wc propose to amend claims 4 and 5. as attached herewith, to overcome this rejection. 

AsjoJlh^cMSQiS 

Claim 1 calls lor wires provided in a first layer . . . and wire dummies provided in a 
second Inycr different from the lirsi layer by avoiding areas that are directly above or below 
positions of said wires provided in said first layer. 

For example, as shown in FIG. 2 of the present invention, wire dummies 13 of the N lh 
layer arc not placed in areas that are directly above or below the positions of wires 11.12 of the 
N+ 1 "' lover or wires 14.15 of the N+ 1 "' layer, respectively. 

In FIG. 7 of Ushiku . the upper-layer patterns 202, 203 and 204 are positioned directly 
above the dummy patterns 30a-3()e and 40. Thus. Ushi ku fails to disclose ihc features of claim ! . 

With regard lo Bolhra , in I'fC.i 2B Bolh ra discloses thai ihc signal wires 216 and the wire 
dummies 226 are provided in the same layer. That, is, Bolhra fails to disclose a wire dummies 
provided in a second layer different from the first layer by avoiding areas that are directly above 
or below positions of said wires provided in said first layer, as called for in claim I . 



Claim Amendments 



Claim 4 (Currently Amended): A semiconductor integrated circuit, comprising: 



a plurality of layers provided on a semiconductor substrate; 

sj gnal wires imdjxnve r sup ply lines. are provided in a first layer lhal is one ol said 



plurality of layers: and 

wire dummies provided in a second layer different from the first layer and having 



an arrangement lhal avoids areas overlapping positions of said sjgna.1 wires, 
wherein swi4-vwgS K > re -s igmil w fce u excluding pow ei=-s«p p ly 'w ir e s ;-a n d 
said wire dummies are further provided in areas overlapping positions of said 



power supply wires thai are provided in the first layer, 
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Claim 5 (Currently Amended): A semiconductor integrated circuit, comprising: 

a plurality of layers provided on a semiconductor substrate; 

signal wires and power su pply wire s are provided' in a llrst layer that is one of said 
plurality of layers; and 

wire dummies provided in a second layer different from the first layer and having 
an arrangement that avoids areas overlapping positions of said sitmal wires. 

wherein sai cMvires or e- j iii mul wi re s &sulu dwg-p<»wo r 'fl upply wire s . 

said wire dummies are further provided in areas overlapping positions of said 
power supply wires thai are provided in the first layer, and 

said signal wires have a width less than a predetermined wire width, and said 
power supply wires have a width greater than the predetermined wire width. 
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